
HARYANA 
 
Haryana as a state came into existence on 1 November 1966 the Punjab 
Reorganisation Act (1966). The Indian government set up the Shah Commission 
under the chairmanship of Justice JC Shah on 23 April 1966 to divide the existing 
state of Punjab and determine the boundaries of the new state of Haryana after 
consideration of the languages spoken by the people. The commission delivered its 
report on 31 May 1966 whereby the then-districts of Hisar, Mahendragarh, 
Gurgaon, Rohtak and Karnal were to be a part of the new state of Haryana. Further, 
the tehsils of Jind and Narwana in the Sangrur district – along with Naraingarh, 
Ambala and Jagadhri – were to be included. 
 
The commission recommended that the tehsil of Kharar, which includes 
Chandigarh, the state capital of Punjab, should be a part of Haryana. However 
Kharar was given to Punjab. The city of Chandigarh was made a union territory, 
serving as the capital of both Punjab and Haryana. 
 
Bhagwat Dayal Sharma became the first Chief Minister of Haryana. 

Culture 
Haryana has its own unique traditional folk music, folk dances, saang (folk theatre), 
cinema, belief system such as Jathera (ancestral worship), and arts such as Phulkari 
and Shisha embroidery.  

 

Folk Theatre and Dances 

Folk music and dances of Haryana are based on satisfying cultural needs of 
primarily agrarian and martial natures of Haryanavi tribes.  

Haryanvi musical folk theatre main types are Saang, Rasa lila and Ragini. The Saang 
and Ragini form of theatre was popularised by Lakhmi Chand.  

 

Haryanvi folk dances and music have fast energetic movements. Three popular 
categories of dance are: festive-seasonal, devotional, and ceremonial-recreational. 
The festive-seasonal dances and songs are Gogaji/Gugga, Holi, Phaag, Sawan, Teej. 
The devotional dances and songs are Chaupaiya, Holi, Manjira, Ras Leela, Raginis). 
The ceremonial-recreational dances and songs are of following types: legendary 



bravery (Kissa and Ragini of male warriors and female Satis), love and romance 
(Been and its variant Nāginī dance, and Ragini), ceremonial (Dhamal Dance, 
Ghoomar, Jhoomar (male), Khoria, Loor, and Ragini).  

 

Folk music and songs 

Haryanvi folk music is based on day to day themes and injecting earthly humour 
enlivens the feel of the songs. Haryanvi music takes two main forms: "Classical folk 
music" and "Desi Folk music" (Country Music of Haryana), and sung in the form of 
ballads and love, valor and bravery, harvest, happiness and pangs of parting of 
lovers.  

 

Classical Haryanvi folk music 

Classical Haryanvi folk music is based on Indian classical music. Hindustani classical 
ragas, learnt in gharana parampara of guru–shishya tradition, are used to sing songs 
of heroic bravery (such as Alha-Khand (1163-1202 CE) about the bravery of Alha 
and Udal, Jaimal and Patta of Maharana Udai Singh II), Brahmas worship and festive 
seasonal songs (such as Teej, Holi and Phaag songs of Phalgun month near Holi). 
Bravery songs are sung in high pitch.  

 

Desi Haryanvi folk music 

Desi Haryanvi folk music, is a form of Haryanvi music, based on Raag Bhairvi, 
RaagBhairav, Raag Kafi, Raag Jaijaivanti, Raag Jhinjhoti and Raag Pahadi and used 
for celebrating community bonhomie to sing seasonal songs, ballads, ceremonial 
songs (wedding, etc.) and related religious legendary tales such as Puran Bhagat. 
Relationship and songs celebrating love and life are sung in medium pitch. 
Ceremonial and religious songs are sung in low pitch. Young girls and women 
usually sing entertaining and fast seasonal, love, relationship and friendship related 
songs such as Phagan (song for eponymous season/month), Katak (songs for the 
eponymous season/month), Samman (songs for the eponymous season/month), 
bande-bandi (male-female duet songs), sathne (songs of sharing heartfelt feelings 
among female friends). Older women usually sing devotional Mangal Geet 
(auspicious songs) and ceremonial songs such as Bhajan, Bhat (wedding gift to the 
mother of bride or groom by her brother), Sagai, Ban (Hindu wedding ritual where 
pre-wedding festivities starts), Kuan-Poojan (a custom that is performed to 
welcome the birth of a child by worshiping the well or source of drinking water), 
Sanjhi and Holi festival. 



 

Socially normative-cohesive impact 

Music and dance for Haryanvi people is a great way of demolishing societal 
differences as folk singers are highly esteemed and they are sought after and 
invited for the events, ceremonies and special occasions regardless of their caste 
or status. These inter-caste songs are fluid in nature, and never personalised for 
any specific caste, and they are sung collectively by women from different strata, 
castes, dialects. These songs do transform fluidly in dialect, style, words, etc. This 
adoptive style can be seen from the adoption of tunes of Bollywood movie songs 
into Haryanvi songs. Despite this continuous fluid transforming nature, Haryanvi 
songs have a distinct style of their own as explained above.  

With the coming up of a strongly socio-economic metropolitan culture in the 
emergence of urban Gurgaon (Gurugram) Haryana is also witnessing community 
participation in public arts and city beautification. Several landmarks across 
Gurgaon are decorated with public murals and graffiti with cultural cohesive 
ideologies and stand the testimony of a lived sentiment in Haryana folk. 

Cuisine 
As per a survey, 13% of males and 7.8% of females of Haryana are non-vegetarian. 
The regional cuisine features the staples of roti, saag, vegetarian sabzi and milk 
products such as ghee, milk, lassi and kheer. 
 

  

 

 



Few authentic foods of Haryana are: 
• Singri ki Sabzi. 

• Besan Masala Roti. 

• Mixed Dal. 

• Hara Dhania Choliya. 

• Kadhi Pakora. 

• Malpua. 

• Mithe Chawal. 

• Bajara Khichri. 
 
Haryanvi Churma or Haryanvi Roti ka Meetha Churma is a traditional sweet dish 
well-known to almost every household in Haryana state. 

Dresses 
 
Men wear dhoti kurtas and women wear kurta lehenga. Communities wear their 
attires in a different manner. While men are usually found wearing white, women 
of different castes were vivid, colourful attires. Here are some of the 
traditional dress of Haryana, worn by both, men and women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



What women wear 
 

Women of different communities wear different type of clothing.  

Women of Jat community are found wearing shirt and ghagra with a chunder. 

These are long sleeved shirts or kurtas made out of cotton. Long, free, flared skirts 

are called Ghagra. Ghaghras have different patterns and designs on them and are 

of many bright colours. They may also have a border at the bottom end. They also 

adorn a Odhni or chunder. Odhni is an elongated piece of cloth that women wear 

over their attire. The chunders have colourful borders with different patterns. 

Women use one end of the chunder to cover their heads. The other end is tucked 

in their waistline in the front. 

Women of Ahir Community wear angia – lehenga with a chunder. Lehenga / 

Petticoats are straight fitted long skirts. They are different from ghaghras as ghagra 

are more free flowing and open. Angia is a tight fitting blouse that women were to 

cover their torsos. The blouses come only till midway on the torso. Women use 

odhni or dupatta over their attire. 

Women of Haryana wear traditional Indian style of footwear just as the men do. 

The traditional footwear is called jutti and is worn by most communities in 

Northern India. 

 

Women of these communities work outside in the fields, especially during harvest 

season. Thus, these dresses are designed in a manner that is comfortable for them 

to wear. 

Women from the Aggarwal and Brahmin communities wear sarees and dhotis with 

kurta and odhni. Saree attire consists of a blouse, petticoat and a long cloth called 

saree. 

 



Wedding Attire 

 

Weddings are major celebrations in India. The wedding events are meant to 

showcase happiness and prosperity of the families. Women wear bright coloured 

sarees as according to the Hindu tradition. Many women, especially the younger, 

prefer to wear salwaar – kameez or ghagra with odhni with some great 

embroidery. 

 

What Men Wear 

 

 
 

The Haryanvi men wear ‘dhoti’ for trousers. Dhoti is a long piece of rectangular 

cloth, which is wrapped around the waist and legs and tucked in from the centre of 

the waistline. The loose ends are tucked in from the behind for a better fit. The 

men of Haryana wear white coloured dhoti and kurta as wearing white a s status 

symbol for them. Different castes (Rajput, Brahman, Bania, Ahir and Jat) wear 

dhotis in a different manner. The men wear a kurta or a shirt over their torsos. The 

kurta or shirts are usually white in colour. They also wear a Pagri. Pagris is a turban 

or a headgear for the men. It is a rolled piece of long cloth wrapped around the 

head. Although now fully stitched pagris are available which are required to be 

worn as simple as a hat. However, in recent times, only the older men are found 

wearing pagris. The traditional footwear of Haryana is jutti. Juttis are an Indian style 



footwear and are similar to mojaris. Juttis are closed shoes only till front half of the 

feet and thus are easy to wear. Juttis are made out of leather with various designs 

on them in North India. Even jutti made out of jute is famous. Occasionally, men 

are found with a blanket draped over one of their shoulder, especially during the 

winters. The blankets are light weighted. Most common type of blanket is the dark 

coloured chequered blanket. 

 

 


